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Is this the price of your Sunday Roast?
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Photo: Cape Nature
This leopard was killed on Snyberg farm of Messrs Werner and GT Ferreira in the Uniondale district, Western Cape. This farm is a sheep, goat, cattle and ostrich farm. This gin trap was set to catch predators. The leopard was caught and left in the gin trap and first died of dehydration and sepsis, and then left to rot in the trap. This is a trap produced by Mr Peter Schneekluth of Prince Albert. This method of production is supported for the production of livestock (meats, wool and mohair) by the "National" Problem Animal Committee, a lobby group of the National Woolgrowers Association, the Red Meat Producers Organization and the Mohair producers. 

Consider your choices when you next buy such produce, as you may be supporting these barbaric practices!

Please watch Focus on 24 May 2009, 18.30 on SABC 2, listen to RSG on Praat Saam Met Freek from 8.00 to 9..00 on 25 May and watch MNet’s Carte Blanche on Sunday 31 May at 19.00 for more on this issue.
This is the most shocking of pictures of an all too common occurrence across the livestock farming industry of South Africa, where the use of gin traps, (sickeningly called soft catch traps by some), various poisons, denning and hunting dogs are common and still legal practices. (The Western Cape recently restricted the practices to permitted activities.) These practices decimate our biodiversity across the country, as literally tens of thousands of animals die in such indiscriminate practices each year, most of which are unintended catches. It is not only their impact on our biodiversity that offends us, but the unethical and cruel manner of the use of these practices. What is even more concerning is that ethical and more effective methods are available to farmers, but it would appear that there is a cultural obsession to continue with these practices. We have demonstrated that the ethical production methods lead to better production and markedly better financial returns. 

The farm of Messrs Ferreira, has repeatedly won angora industry awards for its produce and practices, and in 2008 achieved world record price for its mohair. We believe it wrong that such production practices are rewarded. 
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Photos: www.camdeboo.com
Lobby groups of the meats and animal fibre producers, the National Woolgrowers Association (NWGA) and the Red Meat Producers Organization (RPO), continue to support and lobby for the use of these production practices. At a recent meeting (20 March 2009) of these organizations’ lobby group and in various communications, the so-called "National" Problem Animal Committee called for the continued use of these practices. This committee is chaired by Mr Petrus De Wet, Chairman(Tel: 082 575 3231, Email: blesbok@intekom.co.za), RPO contact: Mr Gerhard Schutte, CEO (Tel: 082 556 7296, Email rpo@lantic.net). 

Furthermore, the groups’ specialist advisors for "problem animal controls" include Mr Peter Schneekluth, the producer of up to 1200 gin traps per month (15 000 per year) from his factory in the touristy town of Prince Albert in the Western Cape (Tel: 044 696 5150/ 023 541 1360, Email: jackalcontrol@absamail.co.za). Mr Thys de Wet is also another advisor and proponent of the gin trap, he is the gentleman that runs a business profiting from the killing of wildlife, inclusive of whole troops of baboons to protect pine plantations (Tel: 076 129 0889, Email: thys@jackal.co.za). We believe that these organizations are failing the producers of meats and animal fibers. There are MANY farmers that do not partake in these barbaric practices. The pictures like that above negatively influence their product image in the market, which will no longer be tolerated by consumers.  Besides it is unfair on ethical producers to be grouped and associated with these practices. 

Ethical Brand: The Landmark Foundation believes that it is ethically unacceptable that production practices that lead to the decimation of our biodiversity and are so indefensibly unethical, be rewarded with industry awards and world record prices. We believe that the many producers that act ethically and conserve biodiversity should be the ones rewarded with production industry awards and world record prices. To that end, we are launching a wildlife-friendly brand, Fair Game™, at the end 2009. This will reward ethical produce through premiums, and give the consumer the choice to support ethical producers, and with their wallets punish practices as demonstrated above. This brand will be independently audited by a third party, and be fourth party reviewed. This brand will assure general biodiversity (inclusive of predator-friendly) standards, ethical livestock management and social responsibility standards that will assure consumers that it is an ethical brand to qualify for their support. Initial focus will be on rangelands red meats, but other products that affect biodiversity will be developed with its own ethical production standards. 

Please support this brand, its development and sales once it emerges by the end on this year on your supermarket shelves. 
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We believe the consumer and producers needs to decide whether it will support the production practices employed and supported by the producer bodies such as the National Woolgrowers Association and Red Meat Producers Organization. Alternatively consumers can vote with their wallets by supporting ethical brands. Please consider your choice at the till in the light of these approaches. After 5 years of efforts by the Landmark Foundation, not a single supermarket chain in South Africa can assure us of their produce being free of these barbaric production practices! 

Legislation: We continue to lobby government to change legislation to outlaw the barbaric practices of gin traps and all other manner of leg hold devices, poisons, denning and hunting dog packs. To this end we have participated in the task team and public process of drafting the Norms and Standards of the National Department of Water Affairs and Environment, as it is now known. The task team has thus far agreed to prohibit all leg hold traps, poisons, hunting dog packs, denning, helicopter hunting, and only allowed night hunting and cage traps with permit restrictions. This process is however ongoing and will have to go through the process before it is accepted as an official document. Your continued support and public pressure would be valued and you are urged to contact the relevant government officials on this matter to appeal for the banning of these ecologically ruinous and unethical practices: Bonani Madikizela: bmadikizela@deat.gov.za, Magdel Boshoff: MBoshoff@deat.gov.za, Olga Kumalo: Okumalo@deat.gov.za; Thomas Mbedzi: NMbedzi@deat.gov.za
Our other activities:
Leopard Rescues and Management: Over the last 6 months we have conducted 7 leopard rescues and capture-releases - all of which have been released on site. The Baviaanskloof farmers continue to lead the way in these efforts. We now have 12 GPS collared leopards that are helping us understand their populations, their conservation status and behavior. 

We have now been instrumental in enabling the rescue of 24 leopards in 5 years in the Eastern and Western Capes, of which the last 21 have been in the last 28 months! We have also been fortunate to capture and collar a leopard in the Garden Route near Knysna in March this year. For the first time we are gaining insight into leopard behavior in the forest biome of the Southern Cape. 
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Female leopard rescued on the boundary to Groendal Reserve near Uitenhage in January this year
Research: Jeannine McManus, our researcher and field manager, has completed her MSc at Rhodes University and was awarded her degree with distinction! She has commenced her PhD and is far advanced in the data collection thereof. We have appointed a second PhD researcher this month and have two further undergraduates involved in our field and extension work. 

The MSc indicated that we have merely 30-35 territorial and dominant leopards left in the 300 000 ha in and around the Baviaanskloof Mega-reserve in the Eastern Cape. This is not an ecologically sustainable population. It is key to know whether genetic linkages exist between the Garden Route, Swartberg and Zuurberg source populations which are probably more or equally under threat and isolated as with the Baviaanskloof populations. This will be the subject of the PhD work, as the answer to this question is key to the conservation actions needed if this species is to survive in this region of our country. 

Prospective field trials will also be done shortly by the Landmark Foundation in two 25 000 hectare areas in Subtropical Thicket and Karoo areas where we will be piloting and analyzing the (ecological, animal production and financial) effectiveness of the conversion from lethal controls to non-lethal controls of predator management on commercial farms. This will be focused in areas where the main problems are experienced with jackal and caracal. 

Education and Extension: Our schools programme has commenced in the Garden Route and hopefully (with human and material resources permitting) will expand over the next few years. 

Our successful Predators on Livestock Farms book of 2008 has been unbelievably popular and our 2300 copies were exhausted within 3 months after production. We will be bringing out an expanded version, co-edited by Bool Smuts and Rob Harrison-White, in the next two months. It will have greater detail and more research results contained in it. This manual will be published in Afrikaans too.
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